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Giovanni Scalabrini was born 
into a large and deeply        
religious Italian family in 1839.  

He became a parish priest at 
24 and became a pastor, a 

seminary teacher and, at the 
age of 36, became the bishop 
of Piacenza in 1876.   
 

Bishop Scalabrini had a     
passion to serve his people.  

With a pastor’s heart, he visited all of his parishes and 
encouraged them to deepen their love of the Eucharist 

as the real presence of Christ in their midst. 
 

He dedicated himself to the works of mercy as he visit-
ed and cared for the sick, prisoners, the poor and the 

destitute. During a bleak time for thousands of farmers 
and workers, Bishop Scalabrini sold his own horse, 

chalice and bishop’s pectoral cross to have money to 
buy food for others. He organized schools for the      
disabled and fostered cooperatives to help workers 

organize.   
 

During a massive emigration of Italians to the new 

world in the late 19th century, he provided pastoral 
care to them and many others. This led him to begin 

the Missionaries of St. Charles serving refugees, immi-
grants and displaced peoples. His efforts inspired     
others to serve this “great exodus” of his day, which 

still continues. Bishop Scalabrini died in 1901 and was   
beatified on November 9, 1997. He is the patron of  

migrants and Catholic Action. 

“When an alien resides with you in your land, do not molest 

him. You shall treat the alien who resides with you no differ-

ently than the natives born among you; have the same love 

for him as for yourself; for you too were once aliens in the 

land of Egypt. I, the Lord, am your God” (Leviticus 19: 33-

34). 
 

“Welcoming the stranger is a corporal work of  mercy”  

(Pope Francis, 2016 Day for Migrants). 

     Jordan is a young country in a land with a 

long history and is central to biblical stories. It is 

in the middle of the contentious region of the    

Middle East. Jordan is bordered by the countries 

of Egypt, Israel, Syria, Iraq and Saudi Arabia. Its 

history is woven into the fabric of the rise and fall 
of various kingdoms who have occupied this 

land.  

     Jordan’s history is a history of being occupied 

by many foreign powers and empires. Only in the 

20th Century did Jordan become a nation unto 

itself and is currently led by the monarch, King   

Abdullah II.  

    Jordan has a long history of receiving and   

welcoming refugees from neighboring countries.  

During the conflicts and wars between bordering 

countries over the Palestinian territories, Jordan 
received thousands of refugees forced off their 

land. Today, Jordan has received more than 600 

thousand refugees from neighboring Syria. This 

huge number of displaced people is causing great 

strain and turmoil on Jordan as it welcomes so 

many without a home. But, Jordan graciously 

continues to be an accepting host. 

       A Saint for Mission: Bl. John Baptist Scalabrini 
 

Education for Community Life 

Welcoming Refugees 

That the countries which take in a 

great number of displaced persons 

and refugees may find support in 

their efforts and show solidarity. 

This month invites us to consider the millions of people in the world who are forced to leave 

their homelands due to war, religious persecution and natural disasters. We remember and 
give thanks to those countries which have welcomed strangers burdened by life. 



 

 Actions of Solidarity Solidarity 

Petitions for Mission 

Catholic Social Teaching Moral Formation 

Let us pray for all refugees, migrants and displaced 

people in the world that they find welcome. 
 

Let us pray for countries who open their borders and 

hearts to welcome strangers from other lands. 
 

Let us pray with gratitude for all the gifts, talents and 

opportunities we have been given from God to share. 
 

Let us pray in solidarity with brothers and sisters who 

find life a burden, that their load may be lifted. 
 

Let us pray for peace in our hearts and peace in our 

world so that we may live together the way God    

intends for us. 

Liturgical Education 

 After watching the video, think about the questions 
below and discuss. 
 

1. Why is it important for children and teens who have 
lost parents in battle to have the opportunity to come 

together at a place like Camp Hometown Heroes? 
 

2. Why is the quilt project a great example of putting 
the social teaching of solidarity into action? 

 

3. What are some ways that Catholic boys and girls can 
show solidarity in today’s world in parishes, schools 

and their communities? 
 

4. Why was it important for the early Christians to be 
in solidarity with one another especially after Jesus 

ascended into heaven? 
 

5. What are some actions you are, or could be, taking 
to show that you are responsible when it comes to 

your family, community and faith? 

Daily Offering 

Missionary Initiative 

 

Loving God, I offer you this day. I offer you all my 
joys and sorrows; my ups and downs. You        
created me in your image and likeness. Help me 
to live the life you have called me to. Bless my 

efforts this day to love and serve you and my 
neighbor as myself. I ask this in the name of Jesus, 
the Lord of mercy. 
Amen. 

 

     Solidarity means that we truly are our       

brothers’ and sisters’ keepers, whoever and     

wherever they are. It means finding common 

ground and standing with others through their joys 

and struggles, in our local communities and the 

world around us.  
          Camp Hometown Heroes is an organization that 

provides an opportunity for fellowship and grief 

counseling as children share their feelings from 

losing a military parent in battle. Solidarity and 

mutual compassion are fostered among children as 

they make a quilt together and talk about the     

parents they lost and miss. 

     Aaron Rodgers, (yes, the Green Bay Packers 

quarterback), chats with three sisters: Alexis, Starr 

and Kylee as well as a child named Dylan. The 

children share with him their dreams of bringing 
Camp Hometown Heroes to other states so that 

more children can benefit from activities of soli-

darity. 
 

Watch the video of this remarkable experience: 

Aaron Rodgers surprises kids at Camp Hometown. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JoVnMB8LFgo

