
Good afternoon Faithful Beginnings Families, 

It's been an awesome Friday here as construction on the new playground has begun! 

I wanted to share with you a message I sent to our K-8 families yesterday, included below.  Our director, 
Sara Kessler, will be sending out a communication to you next week with more details about the planning 
for the fall for our preschool and pre-kindergarten students.  Thank you for patience as we work through 
the recommendations, as licensing for our Early Childhood program is different from our K-8 program.  I 
also plan to share our building plan with all of you as well. 

I hope you have a safe and beautiful weekend and I look forward to more information coming to you next 
week! 

Good afternoon, 

Today, Governor Walz announced guidelines for reopening schools in MN, with flexibility for districts to 
plan. However, St. Vincent de Paul Catholic School is not waiting on an announcement from District 
279.  Their plans may impact our transportation and other services, but we will keep you updated as soon 
as we know the results of that. 

Following the CDC, Minnesota Department of Health, and American Academy of Pediatrics guidelines, 
and the Archdiocesan Office for Mission of Catholic Education, St. Vincent de Paul is still planning to 
return to school in-person, full time on September 8th. 

Money, time, research, and planning have all been incredibly invested these past months to plan for a 
safe reopening.  We have not yet been given access to any state or federal funding through ESSER yet, 
so St. Vincent's is deeply devoted to a safe reopening, and physical changes are currently being made to 
our environment, through our own budget.  The changes include drinking fountains and bathrooms, desks 
and tables, storage units, and health offices. We want to be successful in our plans.  We cannot eliminate 
100% risk for your families, as no establishment can, but we will mitigate and follow the best health and 
safety guidelines. 

Please be assured St. Vincent's plan will be sent to you early next week, by August 5th at the latest.  Our 
reopening task force, teacher committee, School Advisory Council, and school staff are all meeting again 
before Tuesday. 

Thank you for your commitment to Catholic education, your trust in St. Vincent de Paul, and your patience 
and support through these last several months. 

Have faith and persevere, and know of my prayers. 

Maggie Dawson  

 


