
Good afternoon St. Vincent de Paul families, 

What a beautiful and hot July afternoon! I hope you have fun plans for the 
weekend.  Isn't it so fun when I sneak in an email interruption to end your week? Please 
know this is just an “update on the update” of our return to school. 

While we anxiously await guidance from Governor Walz and District 279’s plans for the 
fall, the train must keep moving at SVDP.  Thankfully, since the 4th of July, we have 
made even more significant progress in our planning. I wanted to share these updates 
now.  Please know that these updates are shared so you have an honest insight into the 
preparation happening at school, and an Executive Summary of our full plan will be out 
to you the first week of August. 

Phase 1 of our reopening will be September 8th until MEA Break with a focus on re-
examining any protocols we put in place as we move into Phase 2.  We are not focusing 
on the entire school year, but going to take this one day at a time, and break the school 
year up into phases/sections.  Below, please find the updates as of July 17th, and know 
we will continue to pivot and change based on health and safety guidance. 

-We are likely changing to desks for our K-1 classrooms and storing the flexible 
seating/tables for now. This will allow for more social distancing, as students have an 
individual space for learning.  We continue to experiment with the spacing of desks and 
tables in the other classrooms. 

-The PPRP planning committee, consisting of two staff members and six parents met 
today and will continue meeting to edit the draft of the plan until consistent with all best 
practices in health and safety protocols. 

-Decisions on masks, social distancing, and mitigating strategies will be based on the 
recommendations of the American Academy of Pediatrics as well as the Minnesota 
Department of Health, who the Archdiocese is also deferring to, and finalized by both 
school and parish administration. 

-All bathroom toilets will have touchless flushing and all sinks will have touchless 
faucets, both in the bathrooms and in the classrooms.  There will be sanitizing stations 
throughout the school as well as in each classroom.  Touchless soap dispensers are 
also being installed. 

-Please consider buying a yoga mat for your child if in grades K-3.  We are adding that 
to the supply list.  Temporary rugs will be removed from classrooms and the mats will 
offer flexibility in seating as an option, and a fun way to bring learning outside when 
possible.  

-All drinking fountains are being replaced by water bottle filling stations.  Students will 
be supplied a water bottle at the beginning of school and asked to bring one every day.  



-Students will eat in the lunchroom one grade level at a time, four students at a 
table.  Chef John will offer hot lunch to students and it will be served from behind the 
counter, with no self-service options. 

-Students will have recess together as a grade, and the playground equipment will be 
sanitized between uses. Morning recess will also be on a schedule, with one grade level 
on the playground at a time. 

-The recess equipment cart will be stored away and instead, all classrooms will have 
their own recess equipment designated for them.  Our playground supervisors Mrs. 
Anderson and Mrs. Blake are working on a list of items to purchase.  All equipment will 
be cleaned between uses. 

-Our Facilities Manager Mr. Lang has put together a cleaning schedule that includes 
routine cleaning and sanitizing throughout the day, including door handles, light 
switches, bathrooms, high traffic areas, and outsides of lockers. 

-Floor and wall markings and signage will help with routes of students and staff in the 
building. 

Staffing Updates- Mr. Kevin Schultz join us as the new 7th and 8th grade math teacher 
and Math Curriculum Coordinator.  Mr. Matt Robinson joins us as the new 5th grade 
teacher, partnering with Ms. Sullivan.  Mrs. Nancy Gregory joins us fulltime as the 6th 
grade teacher, partnering with Leslie Fimon.  Mrs. Fimon had her baby boy!  A beautiful, 
healthy baby named Graham.  We are thrilled for her! Mrs. Fimon will be out until the 
end of September.  We are grateful to Mrs. Cook, a retired SVDP teacher who will serve 
as her long-term sub for the first month of school. More information/bios on our new 
staff will be available in August. A big welcome to this fantastic crew! 

Again, thank you for your patience and understanding as we work through details.  I am 
grateful for you families, and of course the outstanding staff, and am looking forward to 
a school year where we will continue to persevere in our faith and understanding of 
being a faith-centered and child-focused school community. 

I am out of the office next week but will return July 27th and I look forward to getting you 
another update then.  A survey will be included where you can again share your 
feedback and questions for the fall. 

Be safe and well and know you are appreciated. 

Gratefully, 

Maggie Dawson 

 


